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January 26, 1987 


Mr. Chris Brown 
1102-258 Lisgar Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
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Dear Mr. Brown: 


I have been asked by the Office of the President of the 
Treasury Board to reply to your letter to the President's 
Special Assistant, Christine Fiset, dated December 20, 
1986. 


I would first like to draw your attention to the fact 
that Ms. Fiset did not make the statement that 
environmental hypersensitivity has yet to be recognized 
as a medical condition, but did say that it has yet to 
be recognized as a medical syndrome. Ms. Fiset's letter, 
in fact, recognized that individuals are in various ways 
suffering from exposure to agents in our environment. 


I would suggest that Ms. Fiset's letter accurately reflects 
what the situation really is, at this time, on the matter 
of environmental hypersensitivity. The “Thompson Report" 
on which, you rely to advance many of your arguments, 
does not. provide us with any knowledge which may be relied 
upon to eliminate or even reduce the likelihood that 
one or more individuals may react adversely to a particular 
environment. I will agree with you that more needs to 
be known about environmental hypéfSensitivity to allow 
us to take meaningful and effective steps to help those 
suffering from the condition. 


In answer to your question: "What will the Treasury Board 
do to accommodate persons with this condition?", I can 
answer that the Treasury Board, as employer for over 
200,000 public servants, will take any necessary action 
to assist an employee with this condition, as it has 
many times in the past for employees with other health 
problems. 
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Should you be aware of any public servant experiencing 
difficulty with such a problem, please have him or her 
contact the Health and Safety Division of the Personnel 
Policy Branch of the Treasury Board Secretariat. Officials 
of that Division will be more than happy to provide 
whatever assistance they can. 


I hope that you find the above satisfactory. 


Yours truly, 
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Robert Cousineau, Q.C. 


Senior General Counsel ™ 
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